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W|L;:“:ME"EASESE1“T-EUST, Living with Woodchucks (Groundhogs)

To know woodchucks is to love them, but many of us still seek preventive
measures and humane solutions to live peacefully with these fascinating
members of the urban wildlife community.

Scare away Woodchucks are fearful of humans and generally cautious.
Add something to your garden that will blow around in the wind, such as
a beachball or low windsock.

Lure away Lure woodchucks away by planting wildflowers and grasses a
distance from your garden. They prefer to feed at the safer distance from
humans anyway. You can also plant some species of flowers that appeal to
you, but not to woodchucks. Lobelia, gaillardia, daylilies, and columbine
do not appeal to the woodchuck's palate.
Install fencing The fence should be 3 to 4 feet

above ground and extend 1 foot below ground

for best results. Use wire mesh
with openings that are 2 inches by
4 inches. Leave the top portion of
the wire mesh unattached to fence
posts. A woodchuck does not like
to climb an unstable fence.
Finally, fold 6 inches of the
underground portion outward to
discourage persistent diggers.

Use humane harassment To exclude a woodchuck from a burrow, wait
until late summer, after any young have been weaned. Partially dig out the
entrances and clear away surrounding vegetation. Or place used kitty litter
inside all burrow entrances. Or place a one-way door at the entrance; this
lets the animal safely leave but not return.

Block burrows After the animal has left the burrow, pack the entrance
lightly with hay. If it remains undisturbed for five days, the burrow is
unoccupied. Excavate the entrance area and bury a 3-foot-square section
of heavy-gauge welded wire fencing 1 foot deep across the entrance.
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